
   

 

Good Friends in Christ 
 
This will be the last time for me to write to you in the Messenger. 
 
Sascha, the girls and I will leave for Cape Town on 17 December long with 
two cats and two dogs – the whole three ring circus travelling south to 
Cape Town to start a new chapter (perhaps even a different book             
altogether). 
 
I have enjoyed writing to you weekly in the intimations and less frequently 
here in this letter. I have found a love letter to be a wonderful opportunity 
to tell you about St Mungo’s, to tell you about my weekly experiences and 
to reflect on the gift God as given us – abundant life. I shall miss writing to 
you and imagining your faces looking back at me from the pews. I shall 
miss walking alongside you through the meandering paths of life. I shall 
miss your handshake at the door and a kind word exchanged. I shall miss 
the easy laughter and the loving smiles. 
 
Far more important than the movements of my life is the story of Jesus …  
 
“Christmas itself is by grace. It could never have survived our own blind-
ness and depredations otherwise. It could never have happened other-
wise. Perhaps it is the very wildness and strangeness of the grace that has 
led us to try to tame it. We have tried to make it habitable. We have 
roofed it in and furnished it. We have reduced it to an occasion we feel at 
home with, at best a touching and beautiful occasion, at worst a trite and 
cloying one. But if the Christmas event in itself is indeed as a matter of 
cold, hard fact all it's cracked up to be, then even at best our efforts are 
misleading. 
 
The Word become flesh. Ultimate Mystery born with a skull you could 
crush one-handed. Incarnation. It is not tame. It is not touching. It is not 
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beautiful. It is uninhabitable terror. It is unthinkable 
darkness riven with unbearable light. Agonized         
labouring led to it, vast upheavals of intergalactic 
space/time split apart, a wrenching and tearing of the 
very sinews of reality itself. You can only cover your 
eyes and shudder before it, before this: "God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God . . . who for us 
and for our salvation," as the Nicene Creed puts it, 
"came down from heaven." 
 
So long dear friends. The Christmas story will always 
be what we have in common. It will bind us even 
when we are apart. We will meet again thanks to  
Jesus. 
 
Lots of love 

In October this year, 
John Ncube celebrated 
26 years of service to 
St Mungo’s. As such, 
John is the longest 
serving member of 
staff. 
 
John’s responsibilities 
include setting up 

meeting spaces for functions, courses and other church 
events. John also cleans various portions of the church 
complex and he is on duty on Communion                            
Sundays.  John has seen many changes at St Mungo’s, 
he has worked beside seven ministers and many mem-
bers of the Church.   
 
Thank you John for working so hard for us. 
 

I run CreateTime (painting groups) at St Mungo’s twice 
a month, and I could not do this without the help of 
John. He sets up all the heavy tables and easels, in vary-
ing configurations according to the number of painters 
expected. John also  brings glasses, plates, cups and 
tea/coffee from the kitchen. Needless to say, he tidies 
all these things away when we are finished.  
 
In all the years I’ve been there, I’ve never seen John in a 
bad mood. His ready smile and greeting give a lift to 
one’s spirits. But equally pleasant is his really helpful 
attitude. He’s happy to go the extra mile, or to change a 
setup that has            
already been done. 
I regard John as a 
valuable employee 
of St Mungo’s. I 
hope to spend 
many more years 
working with him, 
and seeing his 
cheerful face 
around the church 
property. 

26 YEARS OF 

SERVICE! 

NEW                   

DESK, SAME 

FACE 

St Mungo’s congratulates Jessica Molepo on her pro-
motion to Church Administrator from 1 January 2019. 
Jessica has been our receptionist for the last 5 years, 
and before that she ran our Diepsloot office. Jessica 
will be assisted by Sascha (on a part-time outsources 
basis) for a few months and will still manage the recep-
tion in the afternoons.  Jessica is well known to our 
members and is highly competent to run the adminis-
trative side of St Mungo’s Church office including the 
Membership administration, preparation for Sundays 
and the allocation of rooms for Church and outside 
events. 

 
Dawn Robinson contin-
ues as Assistant to the 
ministers and together 
with the other members 
of the Church staff, they 
make a formidable 
team! 
 
Congratulations Jessica! 



 3 

your own distractions) as an excuse not to live our lives 
to the full. Saray’s talk was an inspiration to all of us - 
young and older ‘ordinary girls’. 
 

Daphne Putland 
 
The ladies brunch was awesome, I enjoyed networking 
with the ladies at our table while enjoying scrumptious 
breakfast. The ladies went all out dressed for the occa-
sion. The motivational speaker Saray shared her hiking 
journey which is a topic very close to my heart. What 
motivated mostly were the reasons she took this           
journey and passion to raise funds for the underprivi-
leged, the act of giving back and not only be self          
centered. The ladies brunch serves a great purpose in 
tapping on our inner being and helps us to search our-
selves deep in to help us find our own passions in order 
to reach out to communities.  
 

Glendah Mboweni 

‘Climbing the Mountain’ was the title of an address 
given by Saray Khumalo to the quarterly Refresh Ladies 
Brunch held in October.   Saray, who referred to herself 
several times as ‘just an ordinary girl’ is in fact an 
‘extraordinary girl’. Among many achievements she is 
an executive in one of South Africa’s larger financial 
institutions, a Mandela libraries ambassador, mother of 
two boys and is the record holder for the highest     
altitude climber for a black African female (2017 and 
2018).  The mountain to which she referred was            
Everest, which she has climbed three times, having  
previously summited Mt Kilimanjaro.   
 
With the aid of some slides Saray described some of 
the attributes one needs to climb mountains like          
Everest – Leadership;  Resilience in the face of set-
backs;  Trust – trusting ourselves and those on whom 
we depend or follow;  accepting Responsibility; avoid-
ance of Complacency; a sense of Purpose, and Faith.   
 
Examples she gave of some of these attributes were –  
having complete Trust in the climbers on ropes ahead 
of you when climbing a vertical face and the need for 
concern for those following you;  a sense of Responsi-
bility in calling off the final climb when only 99 metres 
from the summit because of the change in the weather 
and the consequent threat to the life of her Sherpa and 
herself; and becoming complacent because of past  
experience which led to her being airlifted to Base 
Camp with altitude sickness. 
 
Climbing Everest was a metaphor for climbing the 
mountains that we all face in our daily lives, and the 
attributes needed are the same. Addressing an         

audience of women, 
Saray made the inter-
esting, and important, 
point that we all have 
our own lives to lead 
and too often we use 
our children (or insert  

 
 
 
 

CLIMBING THE MOUNTAIN 
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THANKSGIVING IN                 

PICTURES 

An incredible performance by the award              
winning UJ Choir, conducted by Renette 
Bouwer. A repertoire ranging from classical, 
contemporary and African simply couldn’t have 
been topped. There really was something for 
everyone. 

In a beautiful and moving end to the evening 
the choir moved into the congregation and 
sang a benediction.  
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Professor Maake Masango led the Thanksgiving Service 
on Sunday 7 October. It was a wonderful combined 
service, truly integrated in both peoples and worship. 
Prof Masango addressed the children and while doing 
so gave recognition and thanks to Rev Michael Moore, 
who was his mentor and one of the first white minis-
ters to take his congregants into the townships and 
vice versa. 

THANK YOUTHANK YOU  
Thank you for your generous offerings for Thanksgiving. These were brought as our thanksgiving, our harvest to the 

Lord. We raised R205 000.00 which is an incredible blessing.  
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CHRISTMAS 

GIVING 2018 
 
Traditionally we ask the congregation of St Mungo’s to 
support the following charities: 

 
Jordan House 
Jordan House is an exceptionally poor old age home-
based in Martindale. This year we are appealing for 
our congregants to take an empty shoe box and fill 
it with suggested items (a list can be found in the 
box) . 
Street Children 
It is so sad to see the amount of street children that 
we have in and around the Bryanston area. We 
would love to make their day a little brighter by   
giving them a Christmas box. The empty boxes can 
be found on the social action table; inside the boxes 
is a suggested list of items. 
Johannesburg Central Congregation Church 
Johannesburg Central Congregational Church is a 
Presbyterian church in Berea. We are appealing for 
donations of old or new school bags to give the     
children to start the school year in 2019. 
 

Every year St Mungo’s gives a full school uniform (from 
shoes to shirts to socks) to the destitute families at our 
church in Diepsloot and those families that we give 
weekly food packs to in Diepsloot. 
 
One school uniform costs around R600 depending on 
the age of the child. 
 
We are asking for monetary donations please. Thank 
you for advance for your generous donations. 
 
There is collection box at the Social Action table and if 
easier you can pop a donation into the Social Action 
account. 
 
Social Action Banking Details: 
Standard Bank Fourways 
Account number 426685997 
Reference – School Uniforms 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 
Thank you St Mungo’s we had a very successful 
blood drive on the 4 November 21 pints of 
blood were collected, we saved 63 lives.  We 
are going to make this a quarterly event please 
support this 

 
 
 
 

 

ECD YEAR AT 

A GLANCE 
2018 has been wonderful year for Khulani ECD and it 
has been a joy to watch the difference the ECD has 
made in the lives of the ‘Khulani kids’. 
 
Some of the highlights include: 

The addition of a Grade 00 class of 24 children aged 
4 to 5 years old. 
Kitting out the new classroom for the Grade 00s 
with the help of the congregation of  St Mungo’s. 
A wonderful new staff member, Mashudu, who  
fulfils the role of teacher’s assistant in both classes. 
Many learning opportunities for the children both 
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indoors and outdoors. 
Special visits from the mobile zoo and ‘Be Safe Little 
Mongoose’ puppet show and celebrations of              
Heritage Day, Spring Day and Occupations Day. 
The formation of a parent committee to assist with 
functions and special events. 
The acquisition of a toilet unit which now sits within 
the fence of the ECD making the ablutions much 
more accessible. 
Our concert and first graduation ceremony, on           
Saturday 17 November, which was a celebration of 
culture (with gumboot, Batswana and Zulu dancing) 
and achievement (as our graduates proudly           
received their certificates). As always it was a              
delightful and inspiring morning. 

 
We thank God for the blessings that he continues to 
shower on this project and we move into 2019  with 
renewed hope and confidence. 
 
Special thanks also go to our generous sponsors, the 
‘friends of Khulani’ who help in so many ways, our            
supportive parent body, the management committee 
who work tirelessly to keep Khulani going and our 
amazing staff who teach, nurture and love the children 
in their care. 
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Mission is what the Church is all about. Congrega-
tions that are missional at heart must be conver-
sant with who Jesus Christ is, in order to under-
stand their true identity and reclaim who they are 
in him, and what He wants to achieve through 
them. 
 
“The church that Jesus designed is made for        
impact - a massive, highly transformative            
impact at that. Wasn’t it Jesus who said, “I will 
build my church, and the gates of hades shall not 
prevail against it” (Matt.16:18 NKJV). Hang on! 
Jesus says that the gates of hell don’t prevail 
against us!  Too many of images of the church as 
a defensive fortress suffering the terrible                  
onslaughts of hell, the movement that Jesus set 
in motion designed to be advancing, untamed, 
and untameable revolutionary force created to 
transform the world. And make no mistake- there 
is in Jesus’ words here a real sense of inevitability 
about the eventual triumph of the gospel.” (Alan 
Hirsh and Lance Ford, Right Here Right Now.) 
 
In John 17:18, Jesus says “As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them into the world.” The 
church must have a true understanding of the 
one who has called it into being, sent it and the 
one who sustains it. 
 
Paul in Colossians 1:22-29 helps us to understand 
the person and work of Jesus Christ. He begins in 
verse 13 and 14 by praying for the Colossians 
spiritual well being and reminds them that they 
have received redemption and forgiveness of 
sins. He expresses his thankfulness and admira-
tion for the atoning work of the Son through God 
the Father. 
 
In Colossians 1:15, Paul begins by referring to  
Jesus this way, “He is the image of the invisible 
God, first born of all creation.” He come from the 
same place as the creation narrative in Genesis 1, 
but here Paul says that the Son is in fact God           
incarnate. Paul’s use of the image and first born is 
important because Jesus being the image of the 

invisible God has substituted the fallen Adam who 
was the original image bearer of God (Genesis 
1:26-27; Genesis 3). Jesus is now the true image – 
bearer of God, (1 Corinthians 15:45; Romans 5:17) 
He addresses Christ’s unique role over creation. 
He writes “For by him all things were created. God 
uses Christ to accomplish his creation. The relation 
between Father and Son is very unique, God           
remains the Creator and the Son is the instrument 
by which creation occurs. 
 
Jesus’ role is seen extending in heaven and on 
earth, the visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities; (1:16). Paul 
here covers the whole of creation, both the mate-
rial world and the spiritual realm. He clings to the 
fact that everything was brought into existence by 
Christ. In verse, 16 he says ‘all things, through him 
and for him were created.  
 
As he deals with Christ pre-existence in v17, he 
sees Christ unchanging being, and in him (Christ) 
all things hold together. Christ is the cause of crea-
tion and He is also the bond that holds creation 
together. 
 
He then deals with Christ’s redemptive role in all 
that He had created. He draws the attention to the 
church by stating that Christ is the head of the 
body, the church (1:18). He clearly sees the           
relation, that the church has a dependable rela-
tionship to Jesus Christ. There is no way the 
Church can exist without Jesus Christ. The church 
exists because it is in Jesus Christ. He is the head 
of the church. 
 
Kendal sums up Colossians 1:22 -29 beautifully 
“Jesus Christ is the invisible God incarnate, who 
pre-existed with God the Father at the beginning 
before He took on human flesh. It was through 
Jesus Christ that God created all things, invisible 
and visible. The entire universe is being held           
together by Jesus Christ. He is the first to be raised 
from the dead and as result; He is the head 
(authority) of the church just as he has the          

MISSIONAL COLUMN 
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supremacy over everything else that was created 
through Him and by Him. 
 
God fullness dwells in Jesus Christ and the reconcil-
iation of all things back to God is achieved through 
Jesus Christ. His death on the cross made peace 
with God possible.  
 
He then concludes with the following scripture ref-
erence from NIV, I have used The Message.             
Colossians 1: 21-23: “You yourselves are a case 
study of what he does. At one time you all had 
your backs turned to God, thinking rebellious 
thoughts of him, giving him trouble every chance 
you got. But now, by giving himself completely at 
the Cross, actually dying for you, Christ brought 
you over to God’s side and put your lives together, 
whole and holy in his presence. You don’t walk 
away from a gift like that! You stay grounded and 
steady in that bond of trust, constantly tuned in to 
the Message, careful not to be distracted or divert-
ed. There is no other Message—just this one. Every 
creature under heaven gets this same Message. I, 
Paul, am a messenger of this Message.” 
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END OF YEAR 

LUNCH 

On Sunday the 11th of November we held an end of 
year lunch with our Children’s Ministry volunteers. The            
purpose of the event was to thank our volunteers for 
their ministry to children in 2018. The lunch was held at 
the home of the Pansegrauw family who have an             
incredible hospitality gift. We had pasta and salad for 
lunch.  
 
Over lunch we were able to meet and get to know            
people that we did not know that well. There was the 
sound of children playing in the garden, and teenagers 
talking in the lounge. Paul Pansegrauw, formerly known 
as Bill, was the visionary and organiser behind this        
social event. It will be the first of many as we endeav-
our to build a community of volunteers, who love Jesus 
and love children, and actively make disciples of the 
children of our congregation. 
 

CONCERT UNDER 

THE STARS 

Todays young people have a love for music and the 
arts. This is the reason why musicals like Mama Mia and 
Camp Rock have been so popular with this generation.  
 
Part of our vision for 2019 is to develop young people 
as musicians, vocalists and sound engineers. Over 
twenty-one years of youth ministry, I have seen many 
young people express their love for music and grow in 
their love for worship as they participate in worship 
teams.  
 
With this in mind, we are planning for our friend Ridge 
to offer guitar lessons to particularly young people in 
the Friday night slot. We wanted to inspire the young 
people, so we invited Ridge to do a guitar concert and 
demo at the home of the Pansegrauw’s on Friday the 
16th of November. Ridge exposed us to three different 
types of guitars. The classical guitar, the electric acous-
tic guitar and the electric guitar. Ridge works for Toms           
music and is part of a band.  
 

It was a wonderful evening as parent’s and children 
and teenagers gather on the grass for Ridge’s guitar 
performance. It is our conviction that if we invest in 
young people, they will become the worship leaders of 
tomorrow. You can assist us with this endeavour by 
donating guitars that our young musicians can play and 
practise on.  
 

A SUPER  

CHRISTMAS 

On Sunday the 9th of December at the 09h30 service 
our young people will be performing and leading the 
congregation in worship. This year’s Christmas play 
tells the story of a group of super heroes who hear the 
news that a new saviour of the world is arriving on 
earth, and as a result they might be out of a job. They 
feel vulnerable and threatened. Our Christmas play 
while telling the story of Emmanuel, God with us, also 
gives an opportunity to showcase the talent of our 
young people. Over many weeks the teenagers and 
children of St Mungo’s practise the play and practise 
the Christmas carols that we plan to teach the congre-
gation. Our Christmas plays endeavour to tell the well-
known Christmas story in a fresh way that connects 
with todays culture and particularly young people. We 
invite especially the 08h00 service attendees to join us 
for a super Christmas.  
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INTERNSHIP 

PROGRAMME 

When Jesus chose his disciples, he spent three years 
with them. He ate meals with them, he spent time with 
them, they camped together. He did not just spend one 
hour on a Sunday with them. Making disciples takes 
time. Involves relationships and teaching. This is the 
beauty of the internship program at St Mungos in 2019.  
 
For an entire year two young ladies will experience 
training at J-life on how to make disciples with teenag-
ers and children. They learn about the value of Holiday 
clubs, Sports ministry, mission trips and camping that 
are powerful tools for making disciples. They get to 
know other young adults from congregations all over 
Johannesburg who also have a desire to grow and           
minster to young people. Not only does J-life get to           
invest in these two young ladies but we as St Mungo’s 
get to invest in them.  
 
As they minister in schools, and our children’s and 
youth ministry, they get to step out of their comfort 
zone and grow. They experience the joys and hardships 
of youth ministry. We give them real responsibility and 
coach them as they minister at St Mungo’s.  
 
How can you be involved in this powerful ministry and 

investment in these young ladies? 
Pray for them in 2019 
Choose to support one of them monthly. 
Offer to transport theme to Camp Eden between 
Balfour and Heidelberg where they will receive 
training  
Welcome them to the ministry team of St Mungo’s 
and get to know them. 

 
Below you will learn more about Taylor and Rosie. Two 
young ladies with a passion to serve Jesus in our midst. 

 
 My name Roselyn (Rosie) 
Molakeng, I hold a BA 
Health Sciences degree,  
specialising in sport science. 
Equipped not only with              
technical, managerial and 
operational skills required in 
sports, I have extensive 
knowledge in sports devel-
opment needs of kids and 
athletes in various ages          
as-well-as different sporting 
codes.  
 

I have a passion for people and children and, I always 

strive to expand my knowledge and to improve my 
skills and those I work with. 
 
Hi my name is Taylor De 
Beer and I matriculated 
from Ferndale High School 
last year.  
 
I have chosen this internship 
because I would like to work 
with children to help them 
grow and guide  them onto 
a steady path with God. I am 
passionate about working 
with children and I believe 
that children are our future. 
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How to Contact Us: 

 Telephone:  011 706 6108  

 Email: ask@stmungo.co.za 

 Website: www.stmungo.co.za 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmungosunitedchurch 

  For instant access scan the barcodes below: 

 Website Facebook 

  

To the membership of the UCCSA 
 
Following the meeting of the Execu-
tive Committee of the UCCSA in          
Maputo, Mozambique, the Presi-
dent, Rev Dr Des van der Water fell 

ill, and was hospitalised for ten days, which included 6 
days in Intensive Care. The diagnosis was a serious bout 
of pneumonia, seriously compromising his whole system 
and was potentially life threatening. He has been booked 
off work until 30 November. 
 
As a consequence, after consultation with the doctors 
treating him, he has arrived at the difficult decision to 
step down as President of the UCCSA, in order to not 
compromise his health any further. This decision has 
been conveyed to the Officers of the UCCSA, who have 
reluctantly accepted this decision and agreed that the 
Immediate Past President, Rev Mosweu Simane, will 

step into the role and guide us forward. The Officers 
will convene a meeting before the end of 2018 to  
further consider the way forward. 
 
We thank Rev Dr van der Water for the service he 
rendered to us as President and pray for his full re-
covery. We pray too for Norma and their children, 
Andre and Dierdre, as they care for Des. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Ian Booth (Rev) 
Interim General Secretary 
 


