
   

Living as Free and not as Slaves 
 
Dear Friends 
 
The story of the people of Israel, their release from Egypt 
and settlement in the “promised land” is a story that 
changed (perhaps crafted) the identity of Israel and a            
nation and a people. Every year, the Exodus is                     
remembered and celebrated in the Passover.  The story 
was told by parents to children and passed down the              
generations to remind themselves that their very identity 
was forged by a sovereign choice of a loving God. I can’t 

remember how many times this story has provided             
inspiration for sermons and Bible Studies I have preached 
and taught. It is a powerful story, a story about God’s       
power to save us and a story about God’s grace and the 
way God longs to save us from the mess we inevitably get 
ourselves into. 
 
The story of the Exodus has again provided the inspiration 
for St Mungo’s Vision Night, held on 28 June this year. On 
that occasion, I was called upon to articulate a Vision 
statement that had been months in the making. After              
discussions, prayer and discernment, we had the chance to 
try to tell the story of St Mungo’s and ask God: “Where to 
from here?” 
 

Just as the spies entered Canaan on a reconnaissance           
mission, so you and I have had an opportunity to see 
how the world is changing. We have seen the way           
people see faith and what they believe. We’ve seen how 
the Church has moved from the centre of life to the 
margins. One  consolation is that we find ourselves in  
very similar circumstances to the early Church – those 
small communities of faith which grew abundantly          
despite having no full-time clergy and no ‘set apart’ 
buildings. 
 
As St Mungo’s, we stand at the brink of a new land as 
the Israelites did.  Everything will be different but we 
don’t want to forget (as the 10 spies did) that God is 
with us.  
 
So we have committed ourselves (as a Church) to face 
the future with hope and in the confidence that God 
goes with us.  We believe that God is stronger than any 
challenge we may face and he urges us to “Go and make 
disciples”. We believe that there are three ways God 
wants us to go forward: 
 
 

August/September 2017  

Dates to Diarise 

27 August  Hymn Festival 

2 September Church Fete 

3 September Children’s Church reopens 

13 September Network Course starts 

17 September  Annual Congregational  
   Meeting. 9am Combined   
   service 

… we stand at the brink of a 

new land as the Israelites 

did. 



 2 

1. God wants us to be a praying Church. 
 Over and over in the scriptures, we hear God’s call for 

us to return to Him in prayer. (See 1 Thess 5: 16 – 21, 
Eph 6: 18 – 20). Prayer is not necessarily a popular            
activity in the Church. Church members seem to want 
to “do something”! But prayer unlocks the power of 
God to transform ourselves and the world around us. 

  

 So – we’re going to encourage congregational prayer by 
having a time of open prayer on Sundays during the 
services. We’re going to invite members who need 
prayer to stay after the service and be prayed for by 
their fellow members. The Revival prayer group will 
continue to meet every second Sunday afternoon and 
we’re going to provide resources for those who would 
like to start or grow their practice of personal prayer. 

 
2. God wants us to be and to make disciples 
 At the beginning of Matthew (4: 9) and Luke (5: 10), 

Jesus calls the disciples to follow Him. At the end of 
Matthew (28: 19), Jesus instructs his disciples to “go 
and make disciples”. The sad truth is that we have 
“stayed” in Church buildings instead of going out and 
we have made everything except disciples. We believe 
God wants us to be a community of his disciples who 
make disciples.  

 

 So – we’re going to create an opportunity for St 
Mungo’s members to discover their spiritual gifts and 
to discern the ways in which God is calling each of us 
to serve Him. We’re going to inject some energy into 
our Life Groups by resourcing and encouraging them 
and we’re going to create opportunities for people to 
serve in and outside the Church. 

 
3. God wants us to “move into the neighbourhood” 
 It feels like for too long we have sought sanctuary in 

the Church buildings when God has called us to be a 
blessing to our neighbourhood. Jesus saved us not from 
the safety of heaven, but by becoming like us – flesh 
and blood! 

 

 So – we’re seeking to grow our Social Action, providing 
opportunities for our members to serve the community 
with their hands as well as their money. We would like 
to put on an Alpha course aimed at our immediate            
neighbourhood and we’d like to get involved in the               
neighbourhood in practical ways. 

 
That’s some of the Good things we believe God has       
installed for us. Let’s not turn back – Let’s go in! 
 
Lots of love 

The Emerald Isle &               

God wants us to be a praying church 

Over and over in scripture, we hear God’s call to us to 
return to Him by becoming a praying people. Paul, 
writing to the Thessalonians, writes this: “Rejoice       
always, pray continually, give thanks in all                        
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ  
Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat               
prophecies with contempt but test them all; hold on to 
what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5: 16 – 21) and to the 
Ephesians: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 
all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s             
people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known 
the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassa-
dor in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I 
should” (Ephesians 6: 18 – 20).  
 
God wants us to be a praying Church. Prayer is never 
popular (it’s not the best attended group in any Church) 
but prayer is powerful.  When Philip Yancey finished his 
book on Prayer (Prayer. Finding the heart’s true home), 
he concluded that Prayer is a transforming friendship 
where God can change us into effective disciples, using 
our hands to serve Him in the world. This sermon Series 
seeks to encourage us to get into the practice of prayer. 

 

Upcoming 
Sermon Series 

3 September A praying Church is connected to 
   God.  
   1 Thessalonians 5: 12 - 28;  
   Ephesians 6: 18 - 20 
 
10 September Prayer that sets us free. 
   Acts 12: 1 - 11 
 
17 September Pray for the City. 
   Jeremiah 29: 4 - 14 
   (Combined 9am service, ACM) 
 
24 September God answers prayer. 
   Revelation 8: 1 - 6; Joel 2: 12 - 17 
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For the first two weeks of July, St Mungo’s welcomed 
the Rev. Gareth MacLean, his wife, Lara, and their two 
daughters, Karis and Lily. The family became part of the 
life of the congregation for those two weeks, with 
Gareth preaching on Sundays and with visits to           
activities at Diepsloot and Bryanston.  Apart from          
visiting St Mungo’s, the family were also able to visit 
the Hartebeespoort Dam with a family in our congrega-
tion, and spend a few days in Mpumalanga with a visit 
into the Kruger National Park. They stayed in the 
Marchinkowski’s Manse and used George’s car for the 
duration of their stay. Thank you to our members who 
made them feel welcome. 
 
The other part of the exchange saw the Marchinkowski 
family travel to the town of Ballymoney in Northern 
Ireland. We stayed in the Church Manse and transport 
was provided. George preached in the Sunday service 
(which started at 11am!). Other engagements included 
a Bring and Share lunch after Sunday worship, an            
evening service on 9 July and a Quiz evening held on 

Friday 14 July. Members of the Ballymoney congrega-
tion were warm and hospitable. We were invited to 
people’s homes and accompanied on some of our trips 
by Church members.  Two highlights of the two week 
exchange were to see the Puffins (Sea birds) on Rathlin 

Island and to watch the 12th of July parades 
(Celebrating the Battle of the Boyne in 1690). We 
stood beside the street in the town of Cloughmills as 
fifteen marching bands (some with steel instruments, 
some flutes and piccolos and some with bagpipes) 
came marching by. The atmosphere was festive and it 
was a bright, sunny day (not many of those in          
Ireland!). What a wonderful experience, a far cry from 
the divisive, controversial event that it once was. 
 
On our last day in Northern Ireland, we were able to 
meet with the MacLean family who had just returned 
from South Africa. All of us gave thanks to God for the 
privilege of having experienced this exchange. It’s           
lovely to experience friendship and partnership with 
others across the sea. 

The Emerald Isle &               

The “Green and Gold” 
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WOW thank you St Mungo’s!! 

 Mandela Day was held on the 23 July 

as a combined service with our      

Diepsloot community. Our congrega-

tion arrived to the 9am service all 

geared up to give back for 67 

minutes. The congregation worked tirelessly either in 

the maintenance team fixing, prepping or varnishing 

certain areas that required a face lift in and around our 

church, folding Christmas cards, peeling and chopping 

veggies to make home-made soup for our soup kitchen 

and finally helping at the Children’s ministry. After 67 

minutes the congregation communed  outside for     

delicious boerewors rolls sold by the Family ministry. 

Special thanks to Rod, Sheila, Jenny, Jessica, Nicky and 

Di and Bill. The success of the day was as a result of 

their preparation and hard work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandela Day 
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Mandela Day Squares 
Thank you again ladies for knitting 
squares, our lovely Maggie who 
works as the St Mungo’s Caretaker  
kindly offered her services and put 
all the squares together to make 
blankets for the children at the           
Khulani ECD, thank you Maggie. 
 

Jordan House 
We are appealing to potential donors and/or 
donations for Jordan House. Jordan House is 
an old age home in Roodepoort, they are 
reliant on the kindness of others, if you have 
any old clothes or can donate cleaning    
products or non-perishable food please 
could you put your donation into the bucket 
at the Social Action table.     
 
Thank you for all your support 
The Social Action Team 
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“If the Son sets you free, you will be free                   
indeed.” (John 8: 36) We have been freed to live the 
message of the gospel of the One who has liberated 
us, Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, by his death and 
resurrection. Through the gospel message we have to 
touch the lives of others, in touching lives we have to 
realise that what we do, does not only have value      
in this life, but that it has an eternal impact. We are 
people of God, sent into the world with the Spirit and 
impetus of Jesus himself to participate in the transfor-
mation of lives.   

 
Alan Hirsch and Lance Ford, in their book Right Here 
Right Now, mention that “Jesus both loved and            
proclaimed a theology of a missional God. His was and 
is a message of mercy, justice, and goodness toward 
others. It was this message that erupted into the 
greatest movement in the history of humankind. The 
same God who sent his only Son now sends those who 
follow his Son, in the same manner and with the same 
message. This is at the heart of a missional theology.” 
In John’s gospel we are reminded that “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16). James Emery White, an accom-
plished author, argues that “The mission cannot be 
about us. It must be about those who have not 

crossed the line of faith.” 
 
The ones, who are labelled as those who have not yet 
crossed the line of faith, will fall among those who 
may have not given their lives to Jesus Christ. We are 
sometimes not familiar with their issues and reserva-
tions.  George Berna, in his book Grow your Church 
from outside in, has this to say “We want to reach 
people for Jesus, and yet I wonder how many of us 
actually know anything about the people we are            
trying to reach, what do they like to do? What are 
they interested in? What are their fears and dreams 
and hopes and ambitions? Far too many Christians 
know far more about the life of Jonathan Edwards 
than that of their next door neighbour.” 
 
We are sent into the world that God loves and some 
of its inhabitants are not sure that He exists or that 
God is the all- powerful, all knowing, perfect creator 
of the universe who still rules the world today. Some 
will hold the view that the Bible is an outdated book 
of rules, some hold the view that you can live a full 
and fulfilling life without incorporating faith into that 
life. Rebellion comes as a result of discontent with 
Scripture and Church teaching at times because they 
are seen as placing restrictions on lifestyles, modes of 
enjoyment and entertainment, and relationships. 
 
We can impact the lives of people deeply if we           
reverse what we renowned for in Churches, inviting 
people to our events. Instead, go and hang out with 
them in their events. (we have to be selective of 
course.) If we build relationships, love like Jesus 
loved, without imposing and by being very gentle. 
 

Freed to impact others eternally 

...or simply because they 

believe the Church to be 

irrelevant to daily life. 
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Although the United Congregational Church of Southern 
Africa was only formed in 1967, it traces its origins back 
to over 200 years, to the arrival of the first personnel 
sent to the sub-continent by the London Missionary  
Society. Today, it reckons over 500 000 people in its 
membership, grouped in over four hundred and fifty 
local churches in five countries. 
 
After landing at Cape Town on 31 March 1799, Dr             
Theodorus van der Kemp, a Hollander, engaged in            
missionary work on the then eastern frontier of the 
Cape Colony, and in 1801 established what is generally 
regarded as the first Congregational church in southern 
Africa - at the mission at Bethelsdorp, in the present day 
city of Port Elizabeth.     
 
A second thrust of missionary activity in southern Africa 
originated among Congregationalists in America.              
Following their charter in 1812, the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions dispatched their 
first personnel in 1835 to work among the Zulu of the 
Natal colony, and the Ndebele in what is today Zimba-
bwe. With the discovery of gold in 1886, the work of the 
LMS and American Board spread to the Witwatersrand. 
 
During the first 150 years of their work in southern            
Africa, the LMS, American Board and churches of the 
Congregational Union of South Africa (CUSA) worked 
closely together. There were few theological                      
differences, but personnel moved freely between work 
in all three organisations. The discovery of gold in the 
Free State province at the end of the 1950's provided 
the impetus and challenge for them to move towards 
union. Within the brief space of 7 years, all the                
necessary agreements were in place, and the UCCSA 
came into being at its Inaugural Assembly in Durban on 

3 October 1967, under the leadership of its first            
Chairman, Rev J K Main. In 1972, the South African 
congregations of the Disciples of Christ entered into 
union with the UCCSA.     
 
In celebration of their 50th Anniversary the UCCSA will 
be hosting a Jubilee Assembly from the 29 September 
until 3 October 2017 in Amanzimtoti, Durban. The 
theme of the Assembly is Reaching New Frontiers: 
Hope, & Healing.  A Jubilee service will take place on 
Sunday 1 October at the Assembly.  
 

 An Invitation 
As part of these Jubilee celebrations the 

Central Region of the UCCSA will be hosting 

a celebratory service on                                         

Sunday 20 August starting at 2pm.  

 

It will be held at St John’s United Church in 

Sandton.                                                             

(1 Pam Street, Sandton) 

 

All are welcome and we encourage you to 

attend.  
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Only 24 days to go... 
Dear Friends 
 
The fete committee have been overwhelmed by the 
response of the congregation to the requests we’ve 
made every week since February for items ranging from 
empty bottles & books to coat hangers & clothing for 
which we’ve been very grateful & thank you! The end 
result is a huge, wonderful selection of goods for our 
fete, catering for all ages & needs, BUT, now we’re in 
need of help to sell it! 
 
Please look at the board in the foyer, choose which stall 
you would like to assist, on the 2nd September & put 
your name down, indicating what time (& for how long) 

you would be available for. We assure you, it will be 
fun, and manageable, for everyone, as we will have 
chairs placed at the stalls for those who need to be  
sedentary.  
 
We are having the last of our “Fete Teas” on Thursday 
17 August between 10 and 12 noon. For those who 
have been before and those coming for the first time 
we are really looking forward to seeing you as this will 
be the last get together before the fete. 
 
Blessings. 
Dawn Robinson 
Fete Convenor 

A Morning of Refreshment 
On Saturday 22 July around 110 ladies gathered for the 

Refresh Brunch. As always it was a wonderful opportuni-

ty to relax, catch up with friends and be refreshed by the 

message shared with us. Our guest speaker was Doug 

Place, Head of Marketing for Nandos. Doug shared some 

of his story with us and highlighted how he has discov-

ered that all stories, whether they are novels, movies, 

the Gospels or our lives all have a natural flow. They 

start with an character/group in a contented or stable 

place in their lives, the character is then called away to 

follow a calling/destiny, not always by choice. The third 

step deals with the difficulties and hardships faced while 

on this quest. The character then discovers a gift that is   

given to them to overcome the challenge. This gift is not 

meant just for them but to benefit others. The character 

returns home to share this gift.  

With much humour and many examples Doug showed 

how this flow appears in all stories, particularly those of 

our lives.  
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Only 24 days to go... 

Starting Wednesday 13 September St Mungo’s is     
offering The Network Course. 

 
This course is a personal journey to assist members to 

better understand God’s design of the Church and 
their role in it.  

 
Over the six sessions, participants will  explore how 

God has uniquely made and called each person. They 
will explore their gifts, their personalities and their 

skills so that each person can find  meaningful ways to 
serve God in the Church and in the World.  

 
Come and See. 

Wednesday 13 - 27 Sept & 11 - 25 Oct 2017,                            
at the Church, 7 - 9pm 

 

Five young college students were spending a Sunday in 
London, so they went to hear the famed C.H. Spurgeon 
preach. While waiting for the doors to open, the           
students were greeted by a man who asked, 
"Gentlemen, let me show you around. Would you like 
to see the heating plant of this church?" They were not 
particularly interested, for it was a hot day in July. But 
they didn't want to offend the stranger, so they              
consented. The young men were taken down a stair-
way, a door was quietly opened, and their guide             
whispered, "This is our heating plant." Surprised, the 
students saw 700 people bowed in prayer, seeking a 
blessing on the service that was soon to begin in the 
auditorium above. Softly closing the door, the gentle-
man then introduced himself. It was none other than 
Charles Spurgeon.  
 
At St Mungo’s, we believe that prayer is an essential 
part of our lives as individuals and as a church. Prayer is 
the means by which we experience and express           
intimacy with God. It is also the means by which we 
derive power for life and ministry. 
 
In September, to coincide with A Praying Church                
sermon series, we will provide a Boiler Room                   
Experience.  This provides an opportunity to meditate 
and pray for various aspects of the Church and of daily 
life.   People are encouraged to give one hour of their 
time, and in return our hope is that participants will 
leave with a feeling of true peace and tranquility. 
 
A venue within the church property will be set up with 
various booths.  Each booth will contain a theme for 
prayer, suggesting specific aspects that you may pray 
for.   
 
Look out for more details in the upcoming month. 

The Boiler  
Room 

Hymn Festival 
Sunday 27 August at both 8am & 9.30am 

services.  

Join us as we celebrate the music of the 

Church.  
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On 1 September, St Mungo’s will welcome Brendon and 
Petro Asch, together with their children, Nina and 
Ethan. Brendon will take up the responsibility for              
ministry to children, youth and families. The Council and 
our family ministry volunteers (Sunday School and 
Youth group) are so excited to welcome someone with 
more than 20 years experience in this area.  We asked 
Brendon to tell us about himself and his family. Here are 
some excerpts from what he wrote: 
 
One of the great privileges of my life was to be raised by 
a mom and a dad who love the Lord Jesus. My dad is a 
now retired Presbyterian Minister who was not raised in 
a Christian home but came to faith later, and my mother 
was a Baptist, who was raised in a Christian home in 
Alice, in the Eastern Cape - the daughter of the founder 
of the “Wayside Sunday school”. I am grateful to my 
parents for not leaving my discipleship only to the          
Sunday school and youth ministry of the Goodwood 
Presbyterian Church, where I grew up. From the age of 
10 my parents sent me on Scripture Union camps and it 
was on one of those camps that I realised my need for 
the grace and forgiveness of God through Jesus 
Christ.  In the Easter of 1989, I went to the Carmel             
Easter camp (in George, Southern Cape) and                
surrendered my life fully to Christ and, in 1990 my           
journey of making disciples started with a Friday night 
youth group at my home Church, Goodwood              
Presbyterian. My dad told me that two young adults 
were meeting to try to revive the youth group and I 
went along to the meeting because I had nothing better 
to do that evening. God was at work… My youth         

ministry journey at Goodwood Presbyterian lasted for 
7 years from, until 1997. 
 
I reached a turning point in 1994 … to apply at            
Cornerstone Christian College. I spent three enjoyable 
years there and experienced God’s provision, made 
some fantastic friends and enjoyed the denominational 
and racial diversity of the College.  In 1998, I moved 
from Goodwood to Somerset West (still in the Western 
Cape), to become the youth worker at what is now 
Somerset West United Church and married the love of 
my life (and, now, mother of my children), Petro. I was 
26 years old when I became a youth worker. I made a 
lot of mistakes and learnt a lot about ministry. Our 
daughter Nina was born in 2004.  These were wonder-
ful, learning years. The winds of change started blow-
ing and God called me to Johannesburg. In May 2007, I 
started at Randparkridge United Church as the           
Director of youth and children’s ministry. This was an 
incredible eight-year journey. The Holiday club proved 
to be a powerful tool for making disciples as did our 
internship program. Our first intern who served for six 
months became the youth pastor at Bryanston Bible 
Church. Our second intern is now the social justice  
pastor at Bryanston Bible Church. Our third intern 
went on to become our youth worker at RRUC and 
eventually our youth director. In 2015 and 2016 I 
worked as the Pastor to Parents and also played an 
Operation role on staff and in 2017 after the               
restructure they asked me to be the Office Manager. 
 
Ministry is hard. There are many disappointments, 
challenges and conflicts along the way. God has had to 
discipline and humble me often and I am so grateful 
that I am not the same person I was when I started 
youth ministry as an 18-year-old volunteer. God has 
been faithful. Despite my blind spots, weaknesses and 
ambition, God has led, guided and moulded me like a 
potter with clay. One of the biggest challenges over 
the last 18 years has been a struggle with                          
depression.  Despite this thorn in the flesh, the God 
who created the universe has continued to use me to 
make disciples for His Glory! 
 

Welcome to Brendon & Petro Asch 
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I am thrilled that at the age of 45, God has called me 
back into youth and children’s ministry at St Mungo’s 
United Church. I look forward to this next leg of my 
journey!! 
 
Brendon Asch 
 

Get your takkies, and 
fitness levels up for 

THE BIG WALK coming  
in the Spring.!!! 

1 = A  4 = D  7 = G  10 = J  13 = M 16 = P 19 = T 22 = W   
2 = B  5 = E  8 = H  11 = K 14 = N 17 = R 20 = U 23 = X 
3 = C  6 = F  9 = I  12 = L 15 = O 18 = S 21 = V 24 = Y 

“ _  _  _  _     _  _     _  _     _  _       _  _   _   _   _   _  _  _ 

 

_  _     _  _  _  _  _  _  _     _  _    _  _  _     _  _  _     _  _ .” 

 

( _  _  _  _  _  _      _  _  _  _  _  _  _    and  _  _  _  _  _  _ ) 

    10 15  9 14      13   5       9 14     13 24        18  19 17   20   7     7   12  5    

     2   24    16  17  1  24   9  14  7       19 15    7   15  4       6   15  17    13  5   

  17  15  13  1  14  18   6   9   6   19  5   5   14               19   8  9  17 19 24 

Figure out the message from God. 
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How to Contact Us: 

 Telephone:  011 706 6108  

 Email: stmungo@stmungo.co.za 

 Website: www.stmungo.co.za 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmungosunitedchurch 

  For instant access scan the barcodes below: 

 Website Facebook 


