
   

Then in May and until mid June, our Stewardship Season 
will be held with specific teaching on Sundays on gener-
osity and stewardship. Also, you will receive written  
materials about St Mungo’s and its work and you’ll be 
encouraged to prayerfully consider your tithe. 

 
The sermons, the teaching and the conversations are 
neither awkward nor unnecessary. The effect of all of 
these – what resource is promised and expected – will 
have a direct effect on the shape of St Mungo’s for the 
future. Discussion of finances is neither private nor        
spoken about in hushed tones. We will be guided by 
God and the congregation as we seek to understand the 
future God is unfolding for us. Frederick Buechner once 
wrote: 
Avarice, greed, concupiscence and so forth are all based 
on the mathematical truism that the more you get, the 
more you have. The remark of Jesus that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35) is based on 
the human truth that the more you give away in love, 
the more you are. It is not just for the sake of other            
people that tells us to give rather than get, but for our 
own sakes too. 
 
I look forward to us greeting each other on Easter           
Sunday with the ancient and familiar words: “He is        
risen” and to hear your response, “He is risen indeed”. 
My life and yours is in His hands. I am not afraid and 
neither should you be. Whatever lies ahead, He is with 
us. 
 
Lots of love,  

...you and I are set free by 

God to live abundant lives... 

Good Friends in Christ. 
 
I’m writing these words to you as we prepare to celebrate 
the goodness of God to us in Jesus. The Easter Season is a 
reminder that we’ve been set free. The story is all about 
how we got entangled with evil and how God made a way 
for us to live as free people who choose to be his disciples.  
The events of the Thursday to Sunday of Easter gets retold 
in readings, in sermons and in song … and the power of 
the Easter story is still as strong today as it was all those 
years ago when it happened. 
 
The Easter story is about a God who loves us, a God who 
created us in love (as a Father and Mother create a child 
with God’s help) and a God who was not content to leave 
us enslaved to sin (perhaps “captured” could be a good 
South African way of seeing it!) and so God freed us. The 
story is not a single, once off story, but it mirrors the previ-
ous liberation stories of the past, especially the Exodus of 
the Jews from Egypt. The difference in the Jesus story is 
that God allows the life of his own son to be taken to         
accomplish our freedom and what Jesus did is effective 
once and for all. 
 
So that’s the story – you and I are set free by God to live 
abundant lives in the world. We are not only recipients of 
God’s freedom gift but also the custodians of a great           
responsibility – to be a blessing to the world so that others 
might return to God’s great household of faith. 
 
Come celebrate with us on resurrection Sunday. 
 
What lies ahead this Eastertide Season? 
A new term begins after Easter. First, there will be a period 
in which the Private Schools will be on holiday. There are a 
few Sundays when the Sunday School will either not meet 
or meet in a single activity. Friday night Youth will also 
close. See the advert about this elsewhere in this                   
Messenger. 

April/May 2018  
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Congratulations to Trueman Goba (far left) on receiving 
an Honorary Doctorate from Stellenbosch University. 

 

The first Inklings gathering got off to a great start with 
a total of fourteen people in attendance. This is the 
latest St Mungo’s Missional Church initiative, and if 16th 
March was anything to go by, it was well received and 
is off to a healthy start.  
 
In a relaxed informal setting in the church foyer, we 
had tea and coffee, accompanied by some delicious 
baked treats (provided by Rosie McCrindle), and sat 
together talking about our writing “ambitions”. For 
some of us, there is a novel in the pipeline, be that a 
work of fiction or a family history. For others, that       
ambition is simply the idea of putting something down 
on paper and sharing it with others. It was a beautiful 
afternoon that showed God’s great love of people, and 
how he has bestowed at least a measure of, or a yearn-
ing for, creativity in all of us. He is, after all, the Master 
of creativity. Thanks be to the great Visionary for           
inspiring that in all of us. 
 
Our next meeting will take place on Friday 6th April at 
2.30pm in the church foyer. Anyone who would like to 
join us (especially if you bring along a non-church              
person!), should please notify Fiona or Rosie on: 
 
fiona.taylor@lantic.net 
mccrindl@iafrica.com  
 
God is good, all the time! 

mailto:fiona.taylor@lantic.net
mailto:mccrindl@iafrica.com
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The Boiler room setup is perfectly done and goes with 
the theme of Good Friday. I could not help it but I was 
emotional most of the time in the boiler room as I 
moved from one station to the other. I could have easily 
spent two hours without realizing it. The room was 
peaceful and the quietness helped me to engage inti-
mately with God. 
 
Thank you so much for affording us the opportunity to 
dwell in quiet time Thanking, Praising God and Interced-
ing for others in need. 
 
Glendah Mboweni 

The Boiler room atmosphere was quite pleasant and 
serene. It caused one to ponder about the love of           
Jesus Christ and the work of the cross. We feel blessed 
and favored to have been adopted into His family and 
be counted among the partakers of this everlasting 
grace.  
 
Nicole  Malanda 
 
The Boiler Room experience helped to “order” my 
thoughts in remembrance of the crucifixion of Christ 
and primed me for the season - this is something I’ve 
never really done before.  
 
Zibusiso Masuku 
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The Diepsloot Foundation (TDF) offers Adult Education 
and skills training. TDF have identified a large gap in the 
Diepsloot community – education. TDF education          
program includes literacy classes and skills training for 
example carpentry, sewing and computer training on 
both computers and IPADS. The target market is learn-
ers from the age of 18 to 24. 
 
On the 26th February 2018 Aldon Karshagen (MD of the 
Diepsloot Foundation) was live on 91.9 Hot FM.  
Hot FM has a charitable initiative Hot Cares. Hot Cares 
has provided much-needed assistance and support to 
those in need within our community in the areas of 
education, training, medical, housing, feeding programs 
and individual financial assistance.  
 
In conjunction with the Sage Foundation and Hot FM, 
through the Hot Cares initiative, the TDF received a 
generous donation of R125 000. This will allow the TDF 
to acquire new computers, updated software and an 
upgrade to the computer network in Diepsloot. 
 
The impact this will have to the Diepsloot community is 
massive; this generous donation will allow the learners 
to acquire employment and self-employment                     
opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Diepsloot 
Foundation 

TDF - Sewing 
Course 
WhatNot Fabrics kindly donated fabric to our sewing 
ladies; they have made lovely cushions and aprons with 
the fabric. 
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We are appealing to the congregation for monthly dona-
tions of consumables, cleaning goods and toiletries. 
There is a clip board on the Social Action table. 

Jordan House 

Thank you again St Mungo’s for all the generous                  
donations of bikes, the children are loving them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The carpentry school kindly 
donated plant boxes for the 
children to plant herbs and 
flowers. 
 

 
 
We also had Colgate            
arrive and hand out pink 
and blue toothbrushes 
and toothpaste. 
 

WC Water             
Appeal 
Again we are humbled by the generous donations of 
water, wet wipes, hand sanitizers etc. Thank you St 
Mungo’s. 

Social Action is constantly looking for volunteers to 
serve, below are some of the ways you can 
 

 Volunteering your time at the Setlamo Employment 
Bureau – Tuesday morning from 8:30 - 10 

 Volunteering at the Soup Kitchen – Tuesday                 
mornings from 7:00 – 8:00 

 Donating 12 loaves of bread to the soup kitchen 

 Helping to sell epap on Sundays either at the 8am of 
9:30 service 

 Monetary donations for school uniforms, fleeces and 
the Khulani ECD 

 Monthly food donations for Khulani and Jordan 
House 

 Continual prayer for Social Action and our volunteers 

Help Needed 
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Dear friends, 
 
FETE LESSONS - 2017 
 
On leaving the fete last September, a visitor remarked 
“what lovely people they all are!” What a fantastic, true 
comment that must not be overlooked in the prepara-
tion & production of our 2018 fete! 
 
We’ve learned what worked and what didn’t and are 
making a few changes this year. 
 
 We have decided that the Book Stall will only be            
accepting books which are less than 6 years old, we will 
not be selling encyclopaedias or magazines. 
 
Our Jam and preserve stall is going to be Bigger and 
Better!  We would love you to collect small glass jars 
with metal lids for the “jolly jammers” to fill.  You are 
invited to join us on various upcoming Saturday morn-
ings where demonstrations will be held to teach and 
encourage you to create beautiful items which can later 
be sold.  
 
The Baked goods section won’t be selling cakes,            
however loaves (date, banana etc.), cookies, rusks, 

muffins, sweets (peanut brittle, fudge, cocoanut ice) or 
any other confectionery item will be gladly received. 
 
For the sewers/knitters amongst us “get out your 
knitting needles and sewing machines and get crack-
ing!” There is never a shortage of ladies looking for 
these colourful well made goods.  
 
The Pancake Parlour – Was a hit! So much so we intend 
to double the amount of batter for this year’s fete.   
 
Members of the congregation supplied many wonderful 
home grown plants and seedlings to the Plant Stall, 
which were swept up by many enthusiastic gardeners 
on the day. We are now appealing for plastic plant 
pots / containers.  Now is the time before winter to  
collect your pots, from the church and get this project 
underway once again. 
 
The Tombola Stall was certainly enjoyed by the children. 
We are now on the look-out for small items which we 
can use as prizes.  
 
Our Toy stall did very well last year and we are once 
again looking for puzzles, games, soft toys, dolls, knitted 
and sewn dolly’s clothing. If you would like to knit or 
sew please contact Dawn in the church office who has a 
selection of both types of patterns. During the coming 
school holidays, it might be a good idea, when grannies 
usually help clear out and tidy up grandchildren’s toy 
boxes to remember our toy stall.  
 

1st September 2018 
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The Tea Garden was also well supported and thorough-
ly enjoyed by one and all.  I’m sure we agree there has 
to be a tea garden again this year. 
 
The volume of good quality clothing received for the 
Second hand clothing stall was overwhelming. We hope 
that your generosity of last year will be carried through 
to this year.    
 
We have decided that this year the White Elephant, 
Truly South African and Good as New will all fall under 
one banner, and will be called the “Household Stall”.  If 
you are having a general clear out, downsizing or           
moving please keep this stall in mind. 
 
The Grandfathers who manned the Boerewors stall last 
year appear to have had a great time and we will defi-
nitely be having another boerewors stall this year!   
 
Lastly, any ideas or improvement opinions on our  pre-
vious efforts will be most welcome & appreciated. If 
you are able to assist or would like to be part of getting 
this fete together and meeting more ‘lovely people’, 
please contact me in the church office. 
 
NOW….LET THE FUN BEGIN!!!!! 
 
Blessings 
 
Dawn 
Fete Convenor 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Saturday 12th May 

9am 

Ladies Brunch 
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impact others. 
 
It takes time to have an influence on others. We need to 
be patient but consistent as we look at ways we can 
penetrate the neighbourhood. We have the good news, 
good news of God’s reign for the neighbourhood that is 
struggling with issues like stress, anxiety, traumas,            
depression, not to mention the changing political land-
scape, and socio-economic challenges.   
 
Gail Short dealing with evangelism mentions something 
profound, (I have substituted “neighbourhood” when 
she mentions unbeliever), this is what she had to say 
“When we understand what it is to be truly missional—
incarnated deeply within a local host community—we 
will find that evangelism is best done slowly, deliberate-
ly, in the context of a loving community. It takes time 
and multiple engagements. It requires the neighbour-
hood to observe our lifestyle, see our demonstrations of 
the reign of God, test our values, and enjoy our                
hospitality. And it must occur as a communal activity, 
not only as a solo venture. The neighbourhood must see 
the nature and  quality of the embodied gospel in             
community. And all the while, conversations, questions, 
discussions and even debates occur wherein we can 
verbally express our devotion to the reign of God 
through Christ.”  
 
The British missiologist Lesslie Newbigin spoke of a 
three way conversation between the Gospel, the 
Church and the culture in which we live. May the next 
phase of our missional journey into the neighbourhood 
be a dialogue with the culture in which we are sent? 
Praying for the needs, challenges, concerns, dreams and 
the longings faced by our neighbourhood will have to 
receive our top priority. 

The Neighbourhood and  
our Missional Calling 

We have in the last few years, wrestled with what it 
means to be a missional church as St Mungo’s United 
Church. In the past year, the focus has been on a 
church that impacts the neighbourhood. What has    
become more and more real is that we are called to be 
part of what God is doing in the world that He loves. 
Mike Ruhl helped me to understand why St Mungo’s 
like other missional churches have this focus, he says: 
“Missional congregations have one basic thing in           
common: they focus consistently beyond their own 
survival as an entity and invite others into the mission-
ary journey toward the heart of God.” 

 
God’s intention with the missional calling is to enable 
every believer to take part in His mission, so that his 
plan is accomplished in the church and the cosmos. He 
has called us and is sending us. 
 
Alan Hirsch in The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating the 
Missional Church, has this to say “If we’re going to          
impact our world in the name of Jesus, it will be            
because people like you and me took action in the 
power of the Spirit. Ever since the mission and ministry 
of Jesus, God has never stopped calling for a move-
ment of “Little Jesus’s” to follow him into the world 
and unleash the remarkable redemptive genius that 
lies in the very message we carry. Given the situation 
of the church in the West, much will now depend on 
whether we are willing to break out of a stifling herd 
instinct and find God again in the context of advancing 
kingdom of God.” 
 
We have learnt that it is not easy to reach out to        
others. It takes courage to move out of your comfort 
zones. Our journey has taught us that reaching the 
people that God want us to touch is clouded with          
uncertainties and at times fear. We do not want to be 
ridiculed and be seen as irrelevant. We are at times 
unsure of our message, and whether the message can 

If we’re going to impact our 
world...it will be because  

people like you and me took           
action... 
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Wednesdays 11 April to 13 June at 7pm in the Foyer plus Saturday 26 May. 
 
On Wednesday evening, our Alpha Course kicked off with 20 (or so) attendees, not counting the Team 
from St Mungo’s who have signed up to facilitate tables and do all the practical work associated with 
the course. Between now and our first official Session on Wednesday 11 April, we hope to find a few 
more people to join us on this journey of faith.   
 

Alpha is a tool. We think it’s a powerful tool that can help us reach people in our neighbourhood (around the 
Church property or around your homes), inviting them to have spiritual conversations that might bring them closer 
to Jesus. So – the challenge is still open to St Mungo’s members and friends, to invite someone who is searching 
for God (They may not even know it), to come along to a meal and a place at the table. We trust that if they come, 
they will find an interesting topic (shared by Nicky Gumble and crew) and a friendly group within which they might 
meet Jesus and experience his love. 
 
So – Please invite a friend. 
Also – we still need three meals sponsored or prepared 30 May, 6 & 13 June.  
 
All the rest is sorted! Thanks for your generosity and thanks for your prayers. Isn’t God great? 

Why is Alpha is important 
to us? 

Stewardship 
Here are the finance numbers for the first 8 months of 
the year (up to end Feb 2018): 
 
Income          R 3 199 900 
 
Expenses      R 3 113 400 
 
Surplus         R       86 500 
 
While this is good, we’re only in surplus because of extra 
Fundraising we did (R 126 000), our pledging is not keep-
ing up with expenses. The finance committee continues 
to be concerned that we will be in a cashflow crisis in 
the second half of the year. 
 
Stewardship Season is about to begin (May to mid June). 
Henri Nouwen wrote that when we approach a donor to 
contribute to our church, we are inviting them to               

partner with what God is doing in our midst. We are 
actually giving people an opportunity to give their           
resources for the use of the Kingdom and advance 
God’s work. 
 
To view fundraising in this manner requires conversion 
of both the fundraiser and the donor. The one asking 
the money and the one giving the money both need to 
acknowledge that God owns it. It requires a new way 
of relating to money and possessions that will liberate 
people to let go of “ownership mentality” and allow 
God to use these for his purposes. 
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Dear St Mungo’s friends 
 
Eight months ago, most of you were strangers to me. 
Some of you have become friends over my first few 
months at St Mungo’s. My first eight months at St        
Mungo’s have really confirmed to me that God has 
called me to this place to make disciples. 
 
The ministry to the very youngest of the St Mungo’s            
family have proved to be the biggest challenge area for 
me in these first eight months. 
 
Firstly, there were not enough volunteers in our            
Pre-primary Church and as a result the faithful team of 
three were feeling overwhelmed. Myself being new to 
the congregation could not help because it is hard to 
recruit new volunteers when you hardly know anyone. 
We advertised in the bulletin and my faithful three           
invited people to get involved. We are so grateful for 
the response that we have had. 
 
Secondly the Pre-Primary was also operating without a 
curriculum. Which meant that they were primarily baby 
sitting for parents on Sunday morning. We have                  
purchased a very reasonably priced curriculum from an 
organisation called Evangeli which is now giving our  
volunteers some direction. We are now in the business 
of partnering with parents to make disciples. 
 
Thirdly we realised that 1-6 years was too broad an age 
group for the Pre-primary and we realised that we        
urgently needed another group on Sunday morning. We 
have been so excited to see the birth of our Toddlers 
church focussed on the 1-3-year olds which enables the                
Pre-primary to focus on 4-6-year olds. Once again, we 
have been overwhelmed by the response of volunteers, 
offering to join this brand-new team. Thank you! 
 
Fourthly leadership is incredibly important for Family 
Ministries.  I am so grateful for Pat Walker and Barbara 
Eaton who have played extremely important leadership 
roles along with Bill and Di Pansegrauw who continue to 
play an important leadership role in Children’s church. 
Pat initially was playing a leadership role in the pre-
primary. She was however willing to help us launch the 
Toddlers Church for which I am so grateful. Barbara who 
has immense experience in working with pre-school 
aged children has brought structure and experience to 
our Prep Church.   

Fifthly well-equipped venues are essential for effective 
teaching, disciple making and worship. Up in the               
Children’s church we had a projector without a screen, 
and speakers that were not sufficient for the size of the 
venue. The CD player from the Prep Church over the 
years has gone missing. Bill arranged to move a screen 
from the old Teen Church room to the Children’s 
church. We have also had a generous donation of a 
Bluetooth speaker to be used for worship with our            
children as well as a donation of a cd player. 
 
To make disciples who can make more disciples we will 
need the entire congregation of St Mungo’s to be our 
prayers and supporters and cheerleaders, and disciple 
makers. 
 
1. We will need volunteers who make themselves 

available to be used by God. 
2. We will need great curriculums and volunteers 

who can teach our children to obey Jesus and his 
teachings.  

3. We will also need ministries that are effectively 
aimed at the developmental age of each child and 
teenager. 

4. We will need great servant leaders who role up a 
towel and serve. 

5. We will need well equipped venues that will              
enable us to teach a generation that learns in a 
visual way.  

6. Above all we know that we are in a spiritual battle 
for the souls of our children. We need prayer 
warriors to put their hands up and spend time on 
their knees praying for our children and teens.  

 
How will we know whether we have been effective? The 
answer is simple. Children and teenagers will not just 
hear about Jesus but will encounter Jesus. They will 
choose to become disciples of Jesus. Most importantly 
they will make other disciples. This is what we call a      
disciple making movement.  
 
Yours in Christ 
 
Brendon Asch 
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How to Contact Us: 

 Telephone:  011 706 6108  

 Email: stmungo@stmungo.co.za 

 Website: www.stmungo.co.za 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmungosunitedchurch 

  For instant access scan the barcodes below: 

 Website Facebook 

Alan Hirsch, writing about the Early Church in his 
book, The Forgotten Ways, says that those early 
Christian communities had a simple message. The 
message was not as complicated and convoluted as 
our messages are today. Theologians keep writing 
books, adding to the body of the message. It becomes 
ever more tricky to determine what we actually be-
lieve. The Early Church’s message was: “Jesus is 
Lord”. It was a controversial message because the 
Roman Caesar was supposed to be lord. So Christians 
were in danger back then whenever they said that 
Jesus was/is Lord. But they said it anyway!  
 
In our daily lives, there are more and more reasons to 
feel awkward about saying “Jesus is Lord!” To be hon-
est, one wonders – Is Jesus really Lord in your life and 
mine? Is he really Lord? In this short Sermon series in 
April, we hope to show, using Bible Stories from the 
days after the Resurrection, how the Early church 
came to proclaim Jesus is Lord. Four Sundays, four 
different preachers. We hope you enjoy and that it 
makes a different. 

 
The Author, Annie Lamott once wrote: “Saying and 
meaning " Thanks" leads to a crazy thought: What more 
can I give? We take the action first, by giving—and then 
the insight follows, that this fills us. Sin is not the adult 
bookstore on the corner. It is the hard heart, the lack of 
generosity, and all the isms, racism and sexism and so 
forth. But is there a crack where a ribbon of light might 
get in, might sneak past all the roadblocks and piles of 
stones, mental and emotional and cultural?  We can't 
will ourselves to be more generous and accepting.  
A nun I knew once told me she kept begging God to 
take her character defects away from her. After years 
of this prayer, God finally got back to her: I'm not going 
to take anything away from you, you have to give it to 
Me.” 
 
I don’t know what you think about giving and steward-
ship. Obviously, the Church needs your generosity but 
so much more important is that God uses generosity to 
change you and me. God makes us different as a result 
of our choices to be generous. This Stewardship Season 
starting in May and ending on Commitment Sunday on 
10th June will give us an opportunity to be generous. 

Upcoming Sermon 
Series 


