
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the focus areas for Khulani ECD in 2019 is 
to develop a love for reading  in all of our children. 

In May, Khulani ECD hosted a Reading Workshop 
and Mothers’ Day Tea themed ‘Read and Share 
the Love’ for parents and children. The aim of the 
workshop was to educate those attending on the 
value of reading, encourage a love for reading and 
raise awareness of the importance of learning in 
English as well as mother tongue. 

To start proceedings we were blessed with the 
children singing some wonderful songs for their 
mothers. We were then privileged to have as our 
speakers Dawn Shabangu Rikhotso and Louise 
McDermott from Lingua Franca publishers. 

Khulani ECD was introduced to Lingue Franca pub-
lishers through a series of bilingual books, au-
thored by Dawn. The bilingual series is a series of 
reading books with ten themes that are easy for 
children to relate to in their school and home envi-
ronments e.g. family, fruit, farm, colours, shapes 
and numbers, etc.  

The bilingual series has two phases: 

 Word series where the child learns words 
as per the theme in English and their 
Home Language 

 Sentence series where children use 
words, learnt in the Word series, to for-
mulate sentences in English and their 
Home Language 

At Khulani ECD we have children who speak 
eight different Home Languages attending the 
school, making teaching English words and sen-
tences challenging. The Bilingual book series is 
an amazing tool to assist with teaching lan-
guage as it is available in seven (namely Isizulu, 
Sesotho, Sepedi, IsiXhosa, Setswana, Tshivenda 
and  Xitonga) of the eight languages spoken at 
the school. Children can then be taught in 
smaller groups with these teaching aids in their 
own home language. 

 

  

 

 

Dawn’s presentation, entitled ‘Today a Reader, 
tomorrow a leader’ stressed to parents the im-
portance of investing time in reading. Leaders 
need to make informed decisions and to do so 
they must read. Parents  were thanked for  tak-
ing the time to attend the workshop and asked  
to set aside special time to read with their chil-
dren 
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‘Mali’s Friend’ was one of the products of a very 
exciting initiative called Book Dash, where a 
team of volunteers is assembled to write, illus-
trate and design a book in one day. 

feedback from the children after the weekend 
as they happily discussed ‘Mail’s friend’. 

At Khulani ECD, reading is encouraged through 
daily story time, small group reading and learn-
ing and weekly library books for the older class. 
In addition, Khulani ECD has purchased a com-
plete set of the bilingual series for teaching pur-
poses and we hope to purchase another set for 
our library. Should you be interested in spon-
soring some of these books they cost on aver-
age R40 per book and any assistance would be 
greatly appreciated. Donations can be deposit-
ed in ECD bank account (Standard Bank, Four-
ways Crossing, account number: 03 636 631 5) 
with the reference: Donations – Books. 

We hope going forward we will find new and 
innovative ways to generate excitement about 
reading not only at our ECD but in the DIepsloot 
community as a whole. 

Special thanks to : 

 the Lignua Franca team, Dawn, Louise and 
Faith, for your wise words and for taking 
the time to attend the workshop,  

 the Walk for Life ladies for your generous 
donation of books and to Karen for com-
ing along for the handover 

 our wonderful teachers for all that they 
do on a daily basis to encourage the chil-
dren to read and for their input on the 
day 

 the Khulani ECD management team for 
organising this very worthwhile event. 

For more information on the : 

 Bilingual book series visit 
www.linguafrancapublishers.co.za 

 Book Dash visit www.bookdash.org 

Dawn then addressed the kids telling them a sto-
ry about Bonolo  and Kensani who loved to read 
and because of this realised their dreams of be-
coming an astronaut and building big machines. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louise then discussed how reading supports all 
school learning. If there is no reading the mind 
stagnates and imagination is limited. Therefore 
developing a culture of reading at an early age, 
when the brain is best able to learn language, is 
essential.  

Parents were also given some practical tips that 
could be used when reading to their children, 
including: 

 Generating excitement by discussing what 
has been read with the child 

 Letting the child retell what has been read. 
 Setting up or diarising a regular reading 

time 
 Not rushing 
 Asking the child questions about the book 

e.g. discuss the cover, who wrote it, pic-
tures that appear on the page, etc. 

 Repeating and reinforcing learning e.g. if 
the book is about shapes let the child trace 
the shape with their finger or point out 
items with a similar shape in the room. 

After these two inspiring presentations, the 
mothers each received a Mothers’ Day gift of a 
book entitled ‘Mali’s Friend’ to read with their 
children. These books were donated by a Walk 
for Life group and Karen Chambers, a friend of 
Khulani ECD for many years and an ECD teacher, 
was present to hand over this wonderful dona-
tion on behalf of the group. Karen also encour-
aged the parents to generate excitement about 
reading and even if they we not proficient in 
some of the English words in the children’s li-
brary books to use the pictures to tell the story. 

Our hope is that all the 
parents and the chil-
dren went home in-
spired and filled with 
enthusiasm to read on 
a daily basis.  We were 
very encouraged by the  
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Memories 
from the 
Reading  

Workshop and  
Mothers Day 

Tea 

The Diepsloot Foundation launches its new website 

Please visit us at www.thediepslootfoundation.org 

SOMETHING 

NEW 

STAY  

UPDATED 
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 Various workshops offered by Jennifer 
McQuillan (attended by all staff) on : 
 the engaging classroom,  
 lesson planning,  
 risk assessment,  
 importance of role, messy and sensory 

play,  
 making number lines and posters with 

the kids . 

Khulani ECD is a great place to be and we are look-
ing forward to having fun on the 28 June at our 
pyjama party. 

We are also looking forward to the rest of 2019 as 
we serve our school with pride and dignity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of 2019  we happily  welcomed 
new children and their parents to Khulani ECD. A 
big thank you to the parents who volunteered to 
be on our parents committee, they make our job 
more enjoyable, simple and easy. We also wel-
come Taylor into our team, her availability is a 
great advantage for us as we have an extra pair of 
hands twice a week. Taylor is an intern at St 
Mungo’s United Church who volunteers at Khulani 
ECD as part of the intern programme which will 
run throughout 2019.   

To the Khulani ECD parents, thank you for trusting 
us with your kids. Rest assured that your children 
are in good hands. We offer all the best academic, 
emotional and physical support to your child. We 
give them a safe environment and make sure they 
are fed two nutritional meals each day. 

Thanks to our management and sponsors who are 
always providing for us. 2019 has been a fruitful 
year so far, with a lot of workshops and training 
taking place, including: 

 ECD NQF level 4 training offered by Heron-
bridge Training and Resource Centre. Bellah 
is attending this 18 month course. 

 CPR and First Aid training (attended by all 
staff) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Basic Fire Fighting training (attended by Pa-
tricia and Violet)  

Message 

from the 

Staff 
 

Bellah Monyeki,,  Mashudu  Nwanamidwa 

  Violet Ngakanyane,   Patricia Mdawonde                     
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Visit by the Mobile Farmyard 
 

   Bakerman 

 
At the beginning of the year, Khulani ECD intro-
duced the Bakerman initiative in both classes.  

Once a week a child in each class is chosen as 
the Bakerman.   

The Bakerman is then tasked with bringing 
something to eat for his or her classmates. 

Some creativity is encouraged with the eats 
whether it be homemade treats or ice cream on 
a hot day. 

The Bakerman then ‘sells’ his or her wares to 
their fellow classmates for 50c each.  

Bakerman has many valuable lessons for the 
children, including: 

 Spending special time  with their parents 
preparing the eats.  

 Responsibility for providing eats for the 
rest of the class 

 Basic shopping and money lessons 
 Sharing with classmates, as sometimes the 

50c are recycled for those who cannot 
afford it or have forgotten their money. 

The children are having fun and learning at the 
same time with this wonderful initiative and 
EVERYBODY WANTS TO BE THE BAKERMAN. 

New Learning Opportunities 

During March, when 

we did our theme 

’Farm Animals’, the 

children were blessed 

by a visit from the 

Mobile Farm .  

The mobile farm is  an 

initiative of Wild and  

Earthy whose mission is 

to  “Allow children to 

learn about animals in 

an interactive and safe 

environment.” 

The children learnt so 

much about farm  ani-

mals and how to treat 

them properly by 

holding, feeding and 

touching these  fasci-

nating creatures. 

For more information visit 

www.wildandearthy.co.za 
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Special Times at Khulani ECD 

Valentine’s Day 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Our birthdays 

Blue for the 

Busy Bees 

White for the 

Ladybirds 

Our new school T Shirts  
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Special Times at Khulani ECD 

Winter Fleece Jackets 
Thank You St Mungo’s for keeping us warm this 

Winter 

Messy play is so much fun 

Puppet 

Show 

Fathers Day 
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“For I know the plans I have for you’” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”                        Jeremiah 29 vs 11 

How you can help? 

 Continued prayer 

 Donations to help fund the shortfall between costs (salaries, food and other 

consumables) incurred and fees collected.  

Our bank account details are: Standard Bank, Fourways Crossing, acc.no. 

03-636-631-5, ref: ECD: your name 

 MySchool card - Khulani ECD is a registered beneficiary of the MySchool 

programme. 

 If you do not have a MySchool card, 

application forms are available, on re-

quest, at the Social Action table and 

we will gladly assist you with complet-

ing these forms. 

 If you already have a My School card 

consider adding Khulani to your benefi-

ciary list.  

Khulani ECD is an initiative of and 

 


